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TO  THE 


:h  Rate. 


Mortality. 


Town  Council  of  Bcwdicy. 


Bewdley, 

January  30th,  1905. 


Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  1904  there  have  been  registered 
in  the  Borough  51  Deaths,  giving  a rate  of  17'78  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

This  is  a little  higher  that  the  average  for  the 
last  ten  years. 

Of  the  Deaths  registered  there  were 


under 

1 

year 

20 

Between  1 

year 

and  under 

5 

years 

5 

15 

jj 

1 

„ 15 

?) 

25 

?? 

3 

j, 

?) 

65 

jj 

11 

Over  65 

jj 

11 

51 

It  will  be  noticed  that  20  Deaths  occurred  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age.  This  gives  a rate  of 
294  per  1,000  children  born,  which  is  extremely  high, 
but,  as  I pointed  out  in  speaking  of  the  extremely 
low  rate  last  year,  the  statistics  for  any  single  year  in 
a small  population  like  this  are  not  of  any  very  great 
importance.  In  the  present  case  four  of  the  infants 
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Birth  Rate. 


Infectious 

Diseases. 


Water. 


only  lived  a few  hours,  owing  to  premature  birth, 
whereas  last  year  there  were  no  such  cases;  also  the 
number  of  Births  was  a good  deal  lower  than  usual, 
which  increases  the  proportion  of  Deaths  to  Births. 

Nine  of  the  infants  died  from  Bronchitis,  mostly 
in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  five  of  Diarrhoea 
during  the  heat  of  the  summer. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  38  Births 
registered,  which  gives  a rate  of  23'72  per  1,000  of 
the  population. 

This  as  I remarked  before  is  a good  deal  lower 
than  the  average,  which  is  28  per  1,000. 

The  Borough  has  been  remarkably  free  from 
Infectious  Diseases  during  the  year.  There  have 
been  only  four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  three  of  which 
were  in  one  house;  three  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  all 
in  one  house;  one  case  of  Diphtheria,  and  three  of 
Erysipelas. 

All  the  cases  recovered,  and  all  were  satisfactorily 
isolated  in  their  own  homes. 

There  are  now  503  houses  supplied  with  the  Town 

Water  an  increase  of  136  over  last  vear. 

' •/ 

There  are  still  131  houses  whose  inhabitants  are 
deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  unlimited  supply  of 
piire  water  which  their  neighbours  enjoy,  by  the  short- 
sighted economy  of  themselves  or  their  landlords,  but 
1 liope  that  every  house  in  the  Borough  which  is 
within  reach  of  the  mains  will  in  the  near  future  be 
connected  with  them. 

During  the  3’ear  28  samples  of  water  have  been 
sent  to  the  County  Analyst  for  examination  and  14 
have  been  condemned.  In  every  case  the  well  has 
been  closed  and  the  Town  supply  substituted,  though 
in  tour  cases  this  was  not  done  till  lecfal  proceedings 
had  been  taken. 


o 


House 

Accommodation. 


Under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act 
niany  reprt'sentations  have  been  made  and  the  necessary 
improvements  carried  out. 


One  house  wliicli  had  been  closed  as  unfit  for 
habitation  has  been  put  in  repair  and  is  now  occupied. 

In  one  case  a prosecution  Avas  necessary  before 
the  lumse  Avas  put  in  a projAer  sanitary  condition. 


One  case  of  OA’orcroAvding  has  been  dealt  Avith, 
aiid  file  family  ivuhuvimI  fo  ;i  Inrger  house. 


Drainace. 


This  remains  in  the  same  condiiion  as  before, 
though  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  tlie 
iuore;iM>d  wafer  siipjdy  lias  beiui  miieh  more  epfeefive 
lliaii  1 liad  aiilieipaleil  in  kee]»ing  ilie  .~ew(tj-.'  Ihishe.l 
in  dry  Aveather. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  informs  me  that  on  several 
occasions,  even  in  the  dryest  part  of  the  summer,  he 
found  a good  stream  of  Avater  in  the  seAvers,  and  the 
sewers  tliemselves  much  cleaner  than  the}^  used  to  be 
in  such  Aveather. 


Excrement 
Disposal  and 
Scavenging. 


I should  like  to  refer  again  to  the  question  I raised 
in  my  quarterly  report,  dated  July  Joth,  1904,  as  to  the 
])ossil)ility,  Avitliout  any  great  increase  of  expense,  of 
emptying  tlie  ash  pits  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morn- 
ing only,  insteail  of  the  Avork  being  carried  on  through- 
out the  day,  as  is  done  at  present;  also  Avhether  the 
refuse  could  not  be  carried  direct  to  the  cart  in  every 
case,  instead  of  being  heaped  up  in  the  roadAvay  for  a 
time,  as  is  noAv  done  in  certain  instances. 


both  these  customs  are  not  only  dangerous  to  the 
health  of  the  community,  but  are  most  "objectionable 
to  the  many  strangers  avIio  visit  the  Borough  in  the 
summer  time,  and  for  whose  benefit  it  is  to  our  interest 
to  present  our  streets  in  the  most  attractive  coiAdition. 
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House  to  House 
Inspection. 


Burial  Ground. 


Canal  Boats. 


Bake-houses. 


Slaughter- 

houses. 


Dairies,  Cow- 
sheds and 
Miikshops. 


Offensive  Trades. 


Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act. 


Food  Unfit  for 
Human 
Consumption. 

Bye-Laws. 


Rivor  Pollution. 


Industries. 


Vans  & Tents. 


Owing  to  the  amount  of  time  that  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  had  to  spend  in  superintending  the  re- 
pairs to  the  Long  Bank  reservoir,  and  since  then  to 
liis  absence  through  illness,  this  has  got  rather  behind 
hand,  but  I hope  to  be  able  shortly  to  resume  it  in  a 
systematic  manner. 


In  a satisfactory  condition. 

Regularly  inspected. 

Regularly  inspected  and  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
These  remain  as  before. 

Regularly  inspected  and  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
None. 

No  case  has  arisen. 

No  case. 

Duly  carried  out. 

Remains  as  before. 


Agriculture,  Timber  trade,  Horn  Manufacture, 
Brassfounding,  Tanning,  Brewing,  and  Basket  Making, 
besides  which  a large  number  of  the  population  work 
at  the  Carpet  Weaving  and  Wool  Spinning  works  at 
Kidderminster. 


These  are  regularly  inspected  if  any  should  come 
to  the  town.  During  the  year  one  van  was  found  in 
an  insanitary  condition,  and  another  to  be  overcrowded. 
In  both  cases  the  owners  Avere  requested  to  leave  the 
town. 


Factories  and 
Workshops. 


Special  Reports. 


_ These  are  regularly  inspected.  In  four  ^ cases 
notices  were  served  and  the  necessary  improvements 
carried  out. 


None  made. 

I should  like  in  conclusion  to  suggest  to  the 
Council  the  advisability  of  appointing  a special  Sanitary 
Committee  to  which  I and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  could 
report  direct,  and  which  could  deal  with  minor  sanitary 
matters,  which  are  sometimes,  at  present,  rather  liable 
to  be  overlooked  by  the  General  Purposes  Committee 
when  other  business  of  a more  important  nature  is  on 
the  agenda. 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

U.  VV.  N.  MILES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE 


* Rates  calculated  jier  1,00U  of  e-ii  mated  population. 

Total  population  at  all  a"es.  -2866.  Nuniher  of  inhabits  1 bouses.  (>72.  Average  number  of  persons 
per  bouse,  -4,  at  census  of  Ibdl.  Area  of  District  in  acrr-  (exclusixa^  of  area  covered  by  water)  2070. 


TABLE  III. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during 
the  Year  1904. 


Notifable 

Cases. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages — Years. 

5 to  15 

15  to  25 

25  to  65 

65  and 
upwards 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

3 

2 

1 

Totals 

11 

5 

1 

3 

2 

Isolation  Hospital  at  Kidderminster. 


TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1904. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages 

Under 
I year 

I and 
under 
5- 

5 and 
under 
15- 

15  and 
under 

25- 

25  and 
under 

65 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

9 

Epidemic  Influenza 

9 

9 

Diarrhoea 

6 

5 

1 

Phtliisis,  (Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis) 

2 

1 

1 

Otlier  tubercular  diseases. . 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

15 

9 

9 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth. . 

3 

3 

Heart  Diseases  . . 

4 

3 

1 

Accidents 

1 

1 

Suicides 

1 

1 

All  other  causes  . . 

12 

3 

3 

G 

Ail  causes  . . 

51 

20 

5 

1 

3 

11 

1 1 

